Procedures for US vessels to fish in the Eastern Pacific

US flag vessels that normally fish in the western Pacific and would like to fish in the east have two
options, each with its own set of procedures:

1. Vessels can make one trip per year east of, bi60to exceed 90 daysA maximum of 32 trips in a
calendar year is allowedOnly vessels with a current license issued pursuant to the south Pacific tuna
Treaty are eligible for this one trip.

A. A request for the ong&ip should be madéan email i.cceptable}o the HawaiiNMFSegional

office, (Raymond.Clarke @ NOAA.gamwvd Charles.Karnella@NOAA.govhich will in turn notify IATTC.
The NMFS regional @€ in Long Beaclthris.Fanning@NOAA.gandHeidi.Hermsmeyer@NOAA.gov
should be copied on the qeiest. As indicated below, the Long Beaffice is responsie for issuing the
requiredvessel anaperator permisfor the eastern tropical Pacific (ETPJhe request should include
the vessel name, from which port and when the vessel intends to departstamad indicatef the

vessel plans to fishs it move east, before it arrives in the ETP.

B. Regarding the observer, if IATTC decides that it is not practical to place an IATTC/AIDCP observer,
then an approed FFA observer may be utilized, and if that determination is not made, an IATTC
observer will be [aced. The logistics of placing the sérver need to be worked out lifie vessel,

NMFS, and FFA or IATTC depending on the obseBeedon Yamasakizordon.Yamasaki@NOAA.yov

can assist with actual observer placement if the observer is from the FFA, and and Ernesto Altamirano
(ealtamirano@iattc.orpof the IATTCan assisif IATT@bserves are utilized.

2. The other options to add the vesd to the IATTC Vessel Register; this is required if more than one
trip in the east is intended.

A. Aformal request (an email is acceptable) should be made to the NidFional office in Long Beach.

B. Regarding the observer,¢hATTC requires that an IATTC/AIDCP observer be placed on the vessel.
The logistics will need to be arranged between the vessellatATTC Ernesto Altanirano can assist
with that.

C. Orce all the paperworks doneandthe fees are paidNMFS will rake a formal request to IATTC to
add the vessel to the register, and once it is addbd,wessel can begin fishing aftee observer is on
board.
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year, (1) the vessel does not fish for tuna in the BF2) less than 20 percent of th# S & &ofaf Q &

landings of tuna are from th&TP.A vessel determined to have made a frivolous requebtbei

removed from the Register, and a subsequent request from the vessel for placement on the Register will

go the bottom of the list of applicants if one is prioritized in future years.
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E. Beaware that the total carrying capacity of all active purse seine vessels on the Register may not
exceed 31,775 cubic meters in a given year, and that requests to be added to the Register will be
prioritized on a firstcome, firstserved basis.

3. For bot procedures:

A. Required fees have to be paid to the IATTC before the vessel can fish. Those will be determined by
NMFS in coordination wittATTC, and are related to tlearrying capacity in cubic metené the vessel.

Sarah WilkifSarah.Wilkin@NOAA.gpef NMFSan be contacted directly and asked for the fee
calculation. Nora Wade rjwade @iattc.ory will coordinate wire transfer details for payment.

B. The captairof the vessel needs to have an ETP operator peapiplication attached)issued by
NMFS. If the captain does not have a current permit, a training workshop organized byoNMF$Gs
required. NMFS generally scheduleWworkshops per year; the IAT has a more frequent schedule.

C. An ETP vessel permit application (attached) needs to be sent along with a $200 fee and a photograph
of the vessel.

As a general matter, no special net requirements are required for US vessels fishing in the ETP that do

not have a Dolphin Mortality Limit, although NMFS encourages vessels to carry dolphin saving

equipment in case of an incidental capture. If vessels have a marine surveyr disthevells measured

in cubic metersthe fee calculation will be expeditddy R LINRP 6| 6f @ OKS$ LISNE 3IAGSY
conversion rules Finally, the application process should be started aittmucHeadtime as possible,

as it may take a few weeksr longer)to complete.
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